ioo                      AFTER THE WAR

aggression does not pay; secondly, it must create some new
international system which will reduce the likelihood of war;
and thirdly, it must hold out a prospect to all countries of an
improved standard of living. We shall not again pitch our
hopes as high as in 1918; we shall not again assume that
any machinery of conciliation will of itself banish war; we
shall not again delude ourselves into thinking that any inter-
national settlement can be permanent. But this disillusion-
ment will not blind us to the need for peace and economic
co-operation if civilized life in Europe is not to give place
again to barbarism and hunger. The new order of society will
be the more firmly founded if it is based on the realism that
springs from fear of disaster instead of on the idealism that
comes from hope of Utopia.

The war will have to create a new balance of power in
which the Slav peoples will possess an area large enough to
free them from the military and economic domination of the
Teutonic race. Nor should this be unduly difficult of achieve-
ment. The Slav peoples are admittedly less developed than
the Germans, but the lead of the latter is already decreasing
yearly. The economic development of such countries as
Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, and Jugoslavia in the twenty years
after the last war showed that the Slavs would in time become
capable of competing on equal terms with any other race. At
the same time the birth-rate amongst Slavs is relatively high,
while during the years after the war the fertility of the Ger-
man people fell below that of France. While a net reproduc-
tion rate of i>oo was needed to maintain a stable population,
the rate in Germany in 1932-34 was only about 0-698* The
stimulus given to the birth-rate by Hitler is not likely to sur-
vive the war, and defeat is likely to bring back the conditions
and birth-rate which followed the last war.   Germany would
then become a country for immigration and not for emigra-
tion.

Finally, it may be pointed out that until now the Slav
peoples have shown themselves incapable of cohesion or even
of co-operation. It might have been expected that the two
Slav States of Gzecho-Slovakia and Poland, which owed their
birth to the defeat of the Central Empires and were accorded